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EXMOUTH URBAN DISWJRICT COUNCIL. 


Town Hall, 
Exmouth, 


August 1972. 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have much pleasure in presenting to you my Annual Report 
for the year ending 31st December 1974 which includes the report 
of your Senior Public Health Inspector and the Housing Officer. 


From a study of the statistics of the district it will be 
noted that the standardised live birth rate was slightly 
higher than that for imgland and Wales but also that the 
illigitimate birth rate was lower than that of the previous 
year, 


It is also gratifying to record that the Infant Nortality 
was lower than that for England and Wales aa a whole, 


The number of deaths recorded during the year was 427, but 
there were only 317 live births. This difference is of course 
accounted for by the relatively large number of middle-aged 
and elderly people who chasse this district in which to 

reside or retire, 


Of the 71 cases of notifiable infectious diseases, 59 were 
measles, In 1968 there were 323 cases of lieasles and in the 
pre-measles immunisation days a similar number would no doubt 
have occurred in 1971. That this has not occurred is due to 
the protection given to the children by measles vaccination and 
it is hoped that by the energetic pursuance of the Measles 
Vaccination Programme, this disease will soon be eliminated 
from the population just as has happened in the case of 
poliomlitis and diphtheria. 


In conclusion may I thank all the members of the Council 


and all menbers of the staff for their help apd co-operation 
given to me throughout the past year, 


I have the honour to be 
Your Obedient Servant 


L.G. ANDERSON. 


Medical Officer of Health, 
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STATISTICS OF Tits AREA . 


Area in acres. 55295 
Resident Population mid-year 1971 25,470 
Number of inhebited dwellings (31st March 1971) Crew a 
Rateable Value (31st March 1971) £1,194, 299 co 
Estimated product of a penny rate S11 91> 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


a EA ee ee 


(a) Live Births. 


| Males Fenales | Total 


Legitimate 


Live Birth rate per 1,000 estinated population 12.4 


Standardised live birth rate per 1,000 estinated 
resident population 18.0 


Live birth rate per 1,000 estimated civilian 
population of England and Wales. 16.0 


(b) Still Births, 


Legitinate 


Illegitinate 


 . SESS 


Oo | Se ee ee eee ee eee eee ee es See eee 


Still birth rate per 1,000 total live and still births 9 


, Still birth rate per 1,000 total live and still births 


England and Wales. a2 
(c) Deaths. 
Males Females Total 
197 230 427 


Corrected death rate per 1,000 estimated resident ppulation 16.8 
Standardised death rate per 1,000 estimated resident population 8.1 


Death rate per 1,0U0 civilian population, England and Wales 11.6 
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(a) Infant ¥ Mor tala ty (deaths of infants under one year). 


<< 
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Tllegitinate 
SERS RES Ge Soe cent Se ee 
“Total 
Infant Mortality rate per 1,000 live births 13 


Infant Mortality rate per 1,000 live births 
England and i/ales 18 
LIVE BIRTH RATS (rate per 1,000 estimated resident population). 


During 1974 a total of 317 babies were born, 162 males and 155 
females, This total was 1 more than the previous year, 


The stendarised rate per 1,000 estimated resident popujation 
was 18,9 which is higher than the rate for England and ‘ales 
as a whole, 16.0. 


The live birth rate during the last ten years was as follows:- 
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Exmouth (13.0 | 6,6 |11.8 | 6.6 
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ILLEGITIMATE BIRTH RATE (rate per 1,000 live births. 


Of the 317 children born in 1971, 26 were illegitimate. The rate 
per 1,000 live births was 82.0 compared with 33 illegitimate births 
in 1970 representing an illegitimate birth rate of 100.4. The 
eo birth rate during eS. lest ten years ae as Follows: = 


ea em a ee Ay RE Oc a yc 
‘ 


| 1962. | 1963, 3965 | 164 [965] 1966 | 1967 | 1968 | 1969 | 1970. 1972 
Exmouth /69.0 175.6 ‘hos. -1 | 69.0 1200.0 177.5 Jers. 5.| 79.2 00.4 | 82.0 
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STILL BIRTHS (rate per 1,000 live and still births.) 


There were 3 still births in 1971, 2 less than the previous year, 
The still birth rate of 9.0 was lower then the rate for England 
and \Jales as a whole, 12,0. The following table shows the still 
birth rate for the last ten years;- 
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DEATHS. 

During 1971, 427 persons normally resident in the Urban District 
died, 197 males and 230 females. This represents a corrected 

eath rate of 16.8, but when allowances for age and sex distribution 
have been made, represents a standardised death rate of 8.1, which 
is lower than the rate for England & Wales, 11.6. 


The following table shows the corrected and standardised death 
rates for Exmouth for ae last ten years:- 
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(b) Ixpectation of Life. Enanao 1 We 


The futere average lifetime of a male child aged one year in 1970) 

was 69.3 years and for a female child the life expectancy was 75.1 years 
(C) Sauses of Death, 

As in previous years, the most common cause of death was heart disease, 


170 cases; cerebrovaucular diseases Were responsible for 53 deaths, 
and cancer was the cause of 108 deaths, 
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Causes of Deaths. 


The following table shows the causes of death (data supplied 
by the Registrar General.) 


a sores i Males | Females . Total 1 
i dic - $$$ —--} 
Other Infective & Parasitic Diseases | - | 2 2 | 
~ Cancer, = cae a ae — eq 
Malignant Neoplasm, Buccal Cavity etc. 2 | 1 3 
-do- Ossophagus 1 - a 
-dos Stomach | Gis Al 2 8 
wio- Intestine 7 | | 
-do- Lung, Bronchus 21 6 | BF 
—do- Breast ie HO 2) - 10 
-do- Uterus | - | 2 | Z 
-do- Pros tate rs | - | 4 
Leukaenia | ES ae 4 
Other Malignant Neoplasms 10> 20 30 
Benign and Unspecified Neoplasns | ait oa ~ 1 
Diabetes Mellitus a 1 | 3 4 
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i Other Diseases of Nervous Systen 2 ay i t 5 
| __ Chronjo Rheuzatic Heart Disease ps he aes aie, 
Hypertensive Disease 3 5 8 
Ischaemic Heart Disease | 63 53 + 116 
Other Forms of ‘Heart Disease | a eae a 37 
Cerebrovascular Disease Oy Laas as io to 
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a Birth | Injury, Di Difficult Labour etc. fi 
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bstract of Death Returns 1971. 


———— 


(a) Accidents. | 


Sex. Age. Cause. 

Female 29 Fracture of case of skull. 
(Road Accident) 

Wale 83 Fracture of cervical spine. 

Female % Multiple injuries including 


intracranial haemorrhage and 
Fractures of the Skull. 


Male 21 Haemorrhage, Rapture of Aorta. 
(Road Accident). 


(bv) ifisadventure. 


Female 1 Asphyxia, Drowning. 

Male 75 Pulmonary Enbolisn, 

Male 83 Fractured right femur. 

(slipped and fell on kerb). 

female 81 Fracture of left femur, 
Male 86 Fracture of left humerus. 
Male 66 Fracture of left femur. 
Male 61 Fracture of right femur. 


(c) Suicide, 


Fema.Le 50 Aspirin Poisoning 
Male 4.2 Barbiturate Poisoning. 
Fonale ra; Barbiturate Poisoning, 
(4) tnfane Deaths. 
Homail.e 7 hours Prematurity. 
Fenale Ll day Cardiac Arrest, Perinatal asphyxia 
Male 2 months Prenaturity. 


Female L year Liver Disease 
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| ueles | Fenales | Total | Percentage 
Under J. year 2 2 : 0.9 
| 1 - 4. years a a Z ee i‘. - Oa) 
5 - 14 years | 5 | 2 | 7 | 1.6 
15 - 2h years - | Bs ib. O.2 
25 - 34 years i 5 | 4b 0.9 
35 - 44 years 2 | 0 emf b Oct 
45 - 54 years 5 | 9 14 3.35 
| 55 - 64 years 25 || 46 | 39 | 942 
65 - 7k. years 78 38 116 | 274 
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The following table shows the incidence of death in 
various age groups. (From returns supplied by the Local 
a of Births and Deaths) 
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INFANT MORTALITY. 


infant mortality rats represents the number of deaths of 
ants umisr one yeer of age per 1,000 live births registered. 
During 197%, 2 male and 2 female infants died. This represents an 


infant mortality rate of 13, which is lower than for England 
aud Wales, 16, 


The following table gives the infant mortality rate for the last 


ten vears:- 


1962 1963: 1964 ; 1965 1966 1967 | 1968 19 1969 |1970 [197 t 
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The Cuases of the deaths of the four infants were as follows:- 


Female 7 hours Prematurity 
Male lyear Liver Disease 


Female 1 day Cardiac Arrest, Perinatal asphyxia 
Male 2 months Prematurity. 
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9. 


CANCER. 
Deaths from cancer increased during the year 1971 to 132. 


(a) The parts of the body affected are given in the following 


table: = 

yw Site "wales | Famales | ‘otal | 
Buceal Cavity 2 | Kb 3 
Stomach 6 2 8 
Intestine | Pi | 12 18 

| Oesophagus a - + 

! Lung, Bronchus 21 6 27 

| Breast - 10 10 

| Uterus - 2 2 

} Prostate L ~ hs 

| All other sites | 14. at 35 

Total; 55 De 108 
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(b) The following table shows the incidence of lung cancer 
compared with other forms of cancer for the last ten years:- 
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(co; re dneidence of Geaths from cancer during the last ten 


years are as follows: - 
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JNEEC oTLOUS_ D: DISEASES. 


Living the year, 71 cases of notifiable infectious diseases 
feee oh. ing tuberevlosis) were reported, which is 35 cases 
more than Tas st year, 


(2) Measles. - There were 59 cases of measles in 197, all 
of a mild nature, The seasonal incidence of measles in 
Exmouth was as follows: - 
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TABULAR STATEMENT OF 


The incidence of the 


INFECTLOUS DISEASES, 


various notifiable diseases during 1979 


is tabulated below: - 
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Meningitis 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The incidence of new cases of tuberculosis brought to the notice 
of the Medical Officer during the period 1962-1971 is as follows:- 
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Table showing the incidence of all forms of tuberculosis - 
Rates per 1,000 estimated resident population. 


enn eneee 


oe ee 


— 


ee rn ne ete 


ee ee 


Year Cases Notified | Death Rate 
i (ver 1,000 resident population) | 


es ne 


a 
eee er 88 8 908200 Toy | bees 


145 


odtkeu att ot trguotd sleolvorsdit —— 
~:awoflot as ei Ivet-seer Doiteq oft satu 3 


oe 
an ig: 


Senussn SNS: HeunentT fone iaentee ton 


fryer! oer [rs Boer "Feet aoe 
: 
" 


- aicolyoredyt io earot [Es to sonebtonk ond 
; Lsanaticatiin daebLac's Lot smit a0 Q 


SO A A Nl i gs 


| otek cdsed ' | rere a0ke> . 
| (aoitsingeq tte + 000, bac. a 


SO A ay oe ee sew se ra 
i 


; 
) £L£.0 ye.0 
) i - B,0 
q a A 
| ££,0 a,0 
t =< 2 > oie = — a — ae = 
| “ . “ 
| a oa a a SS 
20,0 Qs. 
t ~ s i hee ae é om ans 
) 20.0 TS.0 
7 | (£40 a 
ee Lik eee 
FEE Eee eM A, LS _98,0 2 
. 20,0 06,0 3 
— ne. i ee hee it mal: pe a -- we - ——) i eae 
| 7 < | ai = ~ 90.0 J 5 
; i 


80.0 


me ened ee —e---- 


~ ee = eee ea ee ee ee ce 
— { 6£.0 


CAO. bie ee ee ee — « 


! 
' 
) 
' 
) 
‘ 
4 
; 
4 


Se 
- SI,0 
- ee et ee — ee in artes tienen aie ee -—<—- 
i S£.0 
oe eee ee Tp mee ee wr ea rt i onetindidaiaantinmcnmnns ks 
; 
- ‘ 
1 
- - ee 


ae Bees cm — ee emme =e ae re 
1 


ae 


i, 


Me tt 
aA 
—— 


NATIONAL HEALTH FACILITIES. 


Seed 


The Health Service’ providec uncer Parts II and III of the 
National Health Service Act applicable to your district are 
briefly set out below: - 


Part Il. 
Hospital Facilities. 
General - The Urban District is well served by the Exmouth 


Hospital, Claremont Grove, Exmouth Hel. 4381 where there is 
accommodation for: - 


Males 13 beds 
Bodindhes 15 teed on. 2; Vedas 
Children 5 beds 


In addition to the Exmouth Hespital, use is made of: 


(a) The Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital, Southernhay East, Exeter. 


Telephone 59261 - 302 beds 


(b) The Royal Devon & Exeter Hospitel, Heavitree Road, Exeter. 


Telephone 77991 - 240 beds 


(c) Redhills Hospital, St. Thomas, Exeter, 
Telephone 76431 - 139 beds 


(d) Princess Elizabeth Hospital, ‘lonford Road, ixeter. 
Telephone 54217 - 111 beds 


(e) West of England Eye Infirmary, Magdalen Street, Exeter. 
Telephone 73183 ~ 62 beds. 


The plastic surgery clinic for Devon is held av the Royal Devon 
& Exeter Hospital on the second Thursday morning of every month. 
Mr. Fitz-Gibbon and iir. Bodenham of the South ‘jest Regional Hospital 


Board attend, 


Maternity. 


(a) Exeter City Hospital, Heavitree Road, Exeter - 

Special Care Baby Unit - 
(b) Mowbray Maternity Hospital, Heavitree, lxeter. - 
Isolation. 


49 beds 
31 cots 


2. beds 
20 costs 


Cases of Infectious Diseases are admitted to the Isolation Hospital 
Whipton, Exeter, Tel, 67158, as in previous years, when necessary, 


Smallpox. 


Cases of smallpox or suspected smallpox will be admitted to the 
Smillpox Isolation Hospital at Liskeard, Cornwall. Consultants 
who may be called upon to assist in the diagnosis of smallpox are: 


East Devon - Dr. E.J.G. ‘/allace, 
Health Centre, iJestham Road, 
Jeymouth, Dorset. 

Cornwall & Devon to River Exe, - 
Dr. WH. St. John Brooke, 
vest Cornwall Hospital, 
Penzance, Cornivall. 
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Laboratory Facilities. 


Bacteriological and serological examinations are carried out 
at the Public Health Laboratories, Church Lane, Exeter. 

Tel. 77833, under the direction of Dr. B. Moore, whose ready 
cO-operation and help I wish to acknowledge. 


Veneral Disease. 


Free advice and treatment is available to all persons at the 


following centre:- 


° 


Royal Devon & 


Exeter “Hospital 


Ambulance Facilities. 


liales 


lionday 7 - 8 p.m. 
Friday 2 - 3 p.m. 


Friday 3 = & p.m. 


Three ambulances are maintained at the Ambulance Station, 


Bastin Hall, Elm Grove, Exmouth. 


telephone communication systems. 


411 are e yvipped with radio 


In the district served, the ambulances have carried 4,371 
patients, and have attended 56 street accidents and 72 home 
ceases. The total mileage covered during the year was 54,404. 


Part III. 


Care of Mothers and Children, 


There are four Health Visitors assigned to this District. Help 
is given at the various centres by lady volunteers, whose 
assistance is greatly appreciated. 


Two medical officers attend the Infant Welfare Clinic, Dr. J. Allott 


and your own iiedical Officer of Health. 


The centres are the 


Devon County Council Clinic at Withycombe Village Road on 
Jednesday and Friday from 2.00 to 4.30 p.m. and the Church Hall, 
Littleham, every second and fourth Monday of each month fron 


2.00 to be 50 pele 


Exmouth Clinic. 
Number of 


Sessions Held, 


103 


Littleham Clinic, 


Number of 
Sessions Held, 


22 


Total attendances 
by infants. 


1543 


(new cases 277) 


Total attendances 
by infants, 


133 
(New Cases 13) 


Total attendances 
by diildren 1 - 5. 


708 


(new cases 43), 


Total attendances 
by children 1 - 5. 


oe ae 
(New cases 17) 
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Welfare Foods are supplied at the Exmouth Infant Welfare Centre 

or. Wefnesday and Friday afternoons of each week and at the 

Church Hall, Littleham <cvery Monday afternoon; also at the 
JeRV.S. Headquarters, Oa, Exeter Road, Exmouth, on Monday 

to Friday mornings (inclusive) 11.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., and 

on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, from 2.00 to 4.30 p.n. 


Hatornity. 


The area is served by seven District Nurses, two of whom are 
part-time, and two Midwives, one of whom is part—vine. They 

are based at the Devon County Council Health Clinic at ‘Athycombe 
Each is in possession of a motor car and all are fully trained 
in analgesics and the use of resuscitation apparatus, 


Gare of Premature Infants. 


When necessary, arrangements can be made for the admission 
of a premature baby and its mother to the nearest Matarnity 
Unit, at the Exeter City Ilospital, where there are 31 cots 
for premacure babies, 


Lente Care of Mothers and Young Children. 


A weil equipped surgery is provided at the Devon County Council 
Clinic at i/ithyco.ibe Village Road, Exmouth, at which dental 
treatment an be given to mothers and young children every Friday 
by appointuent,. 
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The following paragraphs have kindly been supplied by the 
Senior Public Health Inspector:- 


ENVIRONMENTAL HEAL 'CH. 


The scope of this includes visits and inspections in relation 

to the work described under all the various sections which follow, 
but in particular, work under the provisions of the Public Health 
Acts, including nuisances, Housing Acts, and the Offices, Shops 
and Railway Premises Act, 


During the year, 146 complaints were received; this was a Slight 
decrease on the previous year. The various matters were 
investigated and the necessary action was taken in those cases 
with which the Council hed power to act, 


In the course of this work, 32 nuisances were abated, Drains 
at 5 premises were cleared, Two combined drains (Sec. 24, Public 
Sewers) were cleared by the owners after informal representations. 


One Statutory Notice was served under Section 17 of the Public 
Health Act 196% and on default of the owner, the obstructed /.C. 
soil pipe was cleared by Council workmen, 


74 was necessary to serve 3 otatutory Notices under the Public 
Health Act 1936. In one case work is still being undertaken 
to remedy the trouble. 


In 4 cases, upon request, an accumulation of rubbish was removed 
from premises by the occupiers, 


In the year under review, 5 complaints of alleged noise nuisance 
were received. As a result of investigating these cases, there 
was sufficient evidence to substantiate a statutory nuisance 

in two cases only. Both of these have been remedied, The 
substantiated complaints related to nois@fron, a compressor movor 
and an exhaust fan, 


Housing. 


During the year, one 6losing Order was revoked upon coipletion 
of the necessary works to make the house fit, 


As a result of informal action by the Department, a further 

22 houses were repaired to a satisfactory standard, The repairs 
included, roofs, walls and remedying general dampness. In addition 
11 lots of repairs were carried out following applications for the 
issue of yualification Certificates. 


HOUSING ACT 1969. 
A, Improvement Grants (Standard and Discretionary). 


The widespread publicity concerning housing improvement grants 
has resulted in a marked increase in the number of enquries 
dealt with by the Department and a remarkable increase in the 
number of improvement grants approved. The table following 
gives the figures for the last five years and records for 1971 
a 75% increase over 1970 in the combined total of Standard and 
Discretionary Iaprovement Grants, and a 135% increase in 
approvals for Improvenent Grant alone, The total amount of 
grant paid shows a 40% increase compared with 1970. 
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Improvement Grant Table. 


ane a ee ee Ae OE ES ES RR OS RN RR OA NE Mere ELEN Sone sae ae me eee on ae een e ane one oo Sue 


| 1967 | 11968 | , 1969 11970. “1971 


Standard Grants: i i 

(i) Approved 27 23 | 19 ! 23 

oY Completed | 26 20 1h a 19 

(iii) Grant Paid 1 309 | 2704 1836 2128 | 24.27 

a eee ca a 

Discretionary Grants: | | 2 | 

(i) Approved 0; BD 

(ii) Completed 0 1 18 
(iii) Grant Paid ) : sic aba Ps oe 6882 ‘10182 


’ 
ae i Sees eee 


Total Grant Paid | 309k. j | 5904 | 361.0 es 12609 


a a A ES A ee ae 


Notes on the 1971 applications, 


(a) Standard Grants. (for the provision of the Standard Amenities) 


gt! 23 a vious approved, 11 related to owner/occupied cvellings 
ose either tenanted or vacant. Included in the 

we oS were 5 houses where the landlords proposed to 

improve them in order that Qualificetion Certificates could 

be obtained to convert the controlled tenancics into regulated 

tenancies. 


The Average Grant paid was £127, 
Five Bathroom extensions were built, 
The Standard Amenities provided were: - 


1, baths 

19 wash-hand basins 

3 sinks 

19 hot water supplies 
12 inside W.C's. 


(b) Diseretionary Grants. (for the improvenent of sub-standard 
houses, or the provision of dwellings by 
conversion). 


19 of the 33 applications approved concerned dwellings occupied 

by owners, leaving 14 cither tenanted or vacant, This last figure 
included 3 houses where the landlord also made application for a 
Qualification Certificate in order to convert the controlled tenancy 
into a regulated tenancy. 


The average grant paid was £565. 


B. Qualification Certificates. 


Owners of houses subject to controlled tenances can apply to the 

Local Authority for a Qualification Certificate where the house is 

in a good state of repair and has, or is to be provided with, Standard 
Anenties, when a Certificate is issued, the tenancy is converted to 

a regulated tenancy and the Rent Officer fixes a Fair Rent. If 

when dealing with the application it is considered that ivorks of 
repair are reyuired, before a Certificate may be issued, the owner 

is advised accordingly and the application held over in fa repairs 

are completed, 


19 applications were received during the year, 1) were granted and 
the others were receiving attention at the énd of the year. 
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DISINFECTION AND DISINFESTATION. 


The Specialist Firm employed by the Council carried out the following 
disinfestation treatments: —- 


1 caravan for bugs 
1 house for fleas 
113 wasps nests destroyed - 20 of which were in Council 
properties, 


This wis a very large increase in the nuuaber of wasps nests 
dealth with. 


CAMPING AND CARAVANNING. 
There are three sites within the Urban District, as follows:= 


(a) Sandy Bay Holiday Park. 


Fields at Westdown Farm, Littleham, bearing the Ordnance Survey 
numbers: = 


189, 190, 197, 198, 200, 203, 512, 514, 515, 516, 519, 
Pee, Ser, 520, 5351, 532, 554, 5355, and 536, 


Area = 159.7 acres. Licensed for 2,650 moveable dwellings 
which represents a density of 17 caravans to the acre, 


(b>) Higher Orconbe 
Fields at Higher Orcombe bearing the Ordnance Survey numbers:- 


500, 502, 504, 506 and 507. 


frca = 24.7 acres. Licensed for 82 trailer caravans of a 
type approved by the Council, which represents a density of 
3 caravans to the acre, 


(c) Orcombe Heights. 


Fields at Orcombe Heights bearing the Ordnance Survey numbers: - 
499 and 503. 


Area = 22,3 acres. Licensed for 50 tents or trailer caravans of a 
type approved by the Council, which represents a density of 2 moveable 
dwellings to the acre, 


(a) Camping Census. 


This year, owing to pressure of other work, it wasnot possible to 
undertake the camping census for the Devon County Planning Authority. 


(ec) Camping at Unlicensed Sites, 


(i) Prattshayes Farn, 


This site is still the only camping site for tents in the 
district and as it is open only for the peak holiday weeks, 

it does not come within the licensing provisions of the Public 
Health Act 1936. Consequently, by agreement with the Planning 
Authority, the number of tents is restricted to 32, and it 

is evident that many campers have to pass on elsewhere, in view 
of the lack of sites for tents. Conditions at this site were 
satisfactory. 
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(ii) Scattercd Sites. 


This year there was one organised tented camp, which took 
place during August in one field at oodlands Farn, Castle 
Lane, Littlcham, and one organised camp in a field by 
Vestdown Lane, Both were operated in a satisfactory manner, 


During the year 41 visits were made to the permanent holiday sites, 
whilst 8 visits were made in connection with temporary camping. 
SWIMMING POOL. 

During the season routine visits were made to the Council Swimming 
Pool to verify the water treatment at the Pool. Samples of water 

were taken and sent to the Public Health Laboratory for bacteriological 
examination and were reported upon as satisfactory. 

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION Ol’ FOOD. 

(a) Registered Premises. 


The number and type of food premises registered under Section 16 
of the Food and Drugs Act 1955 are:- 


The preparation or manufacture of preserved food 35 
The manufacture of ice-crean 5 
The sale of ice-rean 152 
Total number of dairies registered under the 

Milk and Dairies (General) Regulations 1959. 23 


(b) Unsound Food, 


Food condemned as unfit for human consumption consisted of:- 


Canned Meats, lbs. O28. cwts,. qtrs. lbs. ozs. 
Cooked Ham (decomposition) 12, 8. 
Corned Beef " 18. O. 
Ox Tongues " 18. Os 
Cured Veal. * Zhe O. 
lee 85 Qe 16. 8. 


Other Foods. 


Steak (decomposition) 26% UO, 
Kidney ves Le 0. 
Sugar (damaged by rain water) 178. 0; 
210. Oy Li ie i, Ou 


Tins of Food (Assorted). 


129 tins, punctured, blown 
or leaking, Lode uw. cbs 


TOTAL. he On 365. 2) Sb 


All condemned Food is disposed of by burying at the Council's refuse 
tip. 
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19. 
(ce) Food Retailors. 


During the course of the year routine visits were made to butchers 
shops, fish shops, fried fish shops, bakers shops, greengrocers 

and grocers shops. Once again the importance of stock rotation 

was emphasised. As in the past, advice has been given on food 

hygiene during visits, At two butchers shops the lighting has been 
improved and two sinks renewed, together with repairs and general 
redecoration. A storeroom has been cleaned and a water heater provided 
in a greengrocers shop. 


(4) Bakehouses. 


All six bakehouses in the district are operated by mechanical power, 
and therefore, are classed as factories, since more than one person 

3S employed in them. A satisfactory operating standard was maintained 
in the premises during the year. 


(e) Catering Establishnents. 


Nrom inspections it was evident that a good standard of hygiene was 
continued in these premises. At one of these premises it was 
“ound necessary to require the provision of impervious working 
surfaces, 


‘s) Hotels, Guest Houses and Nursing Homes. 


During the course of routine inspection it was found necessary at 

one nursing home to require the provision of a new wash-up, together 
with a stainless steel sink unit. Seasonal staff at hotels and 
guest houses ia another difficulty which the proprietors have overcome 
satisfactorily. Regular inspection is the chief method in maintaining 
@ high strandard, but unfortunately owing to pressure of other work 
it was not possible to make as many inspections as previously. 
Nevertheless it was found that a satisfactory standard of hygiene 
existed. 


(«) Public Houses. 


During inspections the general condition of these premises was found 
to be kept in a satisfactory state, 


(h) Food Hygiene (General) Regulations 1960, 


The number and type of food premises to which these Regulations 
apply are given in the table overleaf, which also indicates certain 
information reyuested by the Department of Health and Social Security. 


It will be noted that these Regulations apply to all the above type 
of food premises, which are also mentioned in the following table. 
The requirements of the Regulations were checked with the conditions 
existing at the premises during routine visits, The items dealt with 
have been included in their respective headings above, 


(i) Food Hygiene (Markets, Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) Regulations 1966. 


The requircments of the above Regulations were enforced by maintaining 
random inspection of food vehicles as and when found within the district. 


(3) Milk Supply. 


The Devon County Council Sampling Officer has taken samples of raw 
milk and no reports of brucella abortus were received this year, 
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(x) Shellfish. 


Visits were made at regular intervals to the shellfish factory at 
he Docks, occupied by Messrs. Exe Shellfish Lid. Durirg the year 
5 samples of their shellfish were submitted for bacteriological 
examination to the Public Health Laboratory. Wil were found to 
be satisfactory. 


(1) Poultry Inspection. 


There are no poultry processing premises within the District, 
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT. 1949. 


Rodent Control. 
(a) General, 


This year there was a considerable increase in the number of 
complaints received compared with the preceeding year. Instead of the 
previous 71 complaints there were 98 complaints received this year. 
Inspections revealed that 94 properties were infested, The work 

of rodent control has continued to be carried out by a specialist 
firm in a most satisfactory manner. 


(bo) Sewers. 


In May the Annual Test Baiting of 10% of the sewer manholes was 

carried out. Unfortunately this indicated slight infestations 

in four lengths of the sewers, In accordance with the Minis try 

of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food's requirements, these lengths, 

together with adjoining manholes were subjccted to a maintenance treatment 
later in the year but a slight infestation in two lengths of sewers 

was still recorded. This will be dealt with during the test baiting 
next, year. 


(c) Council Property. 


The following properties of the Council were treated in the course 
of the year:- 


Former Refusé Tip, Mudbank,. 
Council Depot. 

Phear Park Tractor Shed 
Site Works Orconmbe Point 
Phear Park, 


FACTORIES ACT 1961. 


(a) Inspections for purposes or provisions as to health: 
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(bo) Cases in which defects were found, 
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(c) Homework (Sections 133 and 13) 


Where work is given out from a Factory and done in a private dwelling 
house, it is termed "homework" and the person who does the work is an 
"outworker", This cohtrol applies to certain classes of work as 
specified by Regulations made by the Secretary of State. The occupier 
of the factory concerned with the "outworkers" is required to keep 

a list of all outworkers and send a copy of the list to the Local 
Authority during the months of February and August each year. 


Part VIII of the Act = ‘Homework’, 
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OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAIL\/AY PREMISES ACT 1963. 


Throughout the year inspection of premises was carried out. 
Contraventions found were usually rectified after notification 
of the fact, but at the end of the year one prosecution for 
inadequate washing facilities and sanitary accommodation at 

an office premises was outstanding. 


Works necessary. Nuuber 
Cleanliness eee eee eee eco eee ri 
Lighting state wae ae eee one 13 
Sanitary conveniences required ... Sets ee 2 
Provision of hot water supply eee i. See i 
Clothing accommodation ... aie ware cos 5 
Floors, stairs and passage repaired ove e's 4 
First Aid materials sae Pints aoe = aa 8 
Abstract of the Act bes eee weis eo 8 
Thermometer ees sla eee coe ove 3 
Provision of washing facilities ... vee vow 4. 
Guarding of Machinery vee coe aieia ee 2 


Nh 


Obstructions removed from staircases and passages 
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25. 
Housing - Towards 2000 A.D. and Beyond 


Our Inheritance 


Before the end of this century children now being born will have 
to raise their own families and to provide for their housing, but with 
every changing pattern of livingswork and leisure will have taken on 
new shapes, yet all this will, for the most part, be taking place in 
the environment which we are providing today and that provided by past 
generations. It is a sobering thought that future generations will 
have to live with our and our ancestors ideas of adequate housing. 


We have only to look back to Victorian times to see a pattern of 
life which prescribed the most degrading and wretched living conditions 
of the workers. Then workers houses were only about half the present 
size. They were congregated in mining areas,or areas of intense 
industrial development, mile after mile of mean streets, sheared privys 
and communal taps. 


This accommodation was almost totally provided by private 
investment and it was almost all rented. Local Authority contribution 
was negligible. 


Reform 


The late nineteenth century saw an awareness by Local Authorities 
of the health risk because of bad housing. This led to a utilitarian 
type of terrace house, road after road of identical houses, the almost 
only consideration being economical development without any regard to 
environmental considerations. 


By the start of the century the social ills of bad housing had been 
recognised, but it was left to social reformers to point the way, 1919 
saw a great shortage of housing and althoughrew development gave tenants 
an area of living space at least equal to that provided today, there was 
still a great lack of imagination and facilities within the houses were 
almost non-existent. 


Up to the outbreak of war municipal estates were woefully socially 
inadequate and often of an unimaginative design. Ribbon development, 
lack of shopping, religious and social amenities, libraries, clinics and 
landscaping produced an unappetising housing sprawl. 1945 brought the 
great demand for housing, first prefabs then more traditional development. 
Local Authorities armed with a considerable strengthening of their 
powers recognised their responsibilities and became aware that housing 
was a necessity of life, along with food, health and education, 


For many people their new environment was a big improvement, social 
inadequacies had been overcome, standards of structure had been greatly 
improved, there was a wider choice of accommodation, but for others 
although public authorities had recognised their moral as well as 
statutory obligations, the results were disappointing, particularly as 
far as environmental factors were concermed. 


The Present 


We have seen how social pressures have shaped the pattern of 
housing over the last century. The awakening of public responsibility, 
of the need for better standards of fitness and amenities demanded by 
the rising standard of living and the need for community facilities 
as a focal point for large housing schemes. 


Numerically the stock of dwellings in this country is slightly 
in excess of the number of households, but there are wide local and 
regional variations, On the last figures available (1967) nearly a 
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26. 


quarter of the housing in the country lack essential amenities, or are 
structurally unfit. Many thousands of families are actually homeless. 
One person in seven lives below or close to the poverty line. 


On a broader field there are still no yardsticks available to 
provide objective judgement of environmental standards. It is impossible 
to say how people live at present, there is no basis for comparison. 


The Pressure of Social Changes 


We have seen social pressures have shaped the world in which we live. 
We have also seen the grim inadequacies. Millions still live ina 
colourless and deprived environment, but with improved living standards, 
increased leisure, a higher standard of education, how will our 
environment respond? 


Will our homes provide the desired privacy so many lack? Will 
there be adequate outdoor space and reasonable access to it? Will there 
be sufficient social activities and amenities and will our homes be in 
reasonable reach of them? 


In particular with increasing population (65 million by 2000 A.D.) 
privacy will be number one priority. Privacy in the home and privacy in 
the garden, The design of dwellings and their environment will reflect 
this need. There will have to be radical changes in residential 
development if we are to continue to live with the motor car and one 
another. 


Looking Ahead 


This brings us back to the title - Housing towards 2000 A.D. and 
Beyond. The re-organisation of Local Government presents a wonderful 
opportunity for the co-ordination of effort on the many aspects of 
housing with planning, transport, education and social services, A 
complete assessment of the present position within the new Districts 
is an immediate necessity, not only as regards the existing stock of 
houses, but regard to the many other facets already discussed. This 
in turn could eventually lead to a wider study. 


As people become better educated, they are less likely to accept 
lack of amenities, sub-standard accommodation and even homelessness. 
Deprivation and a sense of injustice will be more keenly felt. 
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ANALYSIS OF THE HOUSING LIST 


Note: The first four columns give details of families awaiting 
re~housing who appear to have a real need. The final 
column gives the overall total of all applicants. 


Grand total of 
all applicants. 


cember 1971 
cember 1970 
cember 1969 


cember 1968 431 
tober 1967 1.50 
cember 1966 143 : 
cember 1965 1.66 : 
cember 1964 4.55 
cember 1963 477 | 
cember 1962 44 

reh 1962 38h, 

rch 1961 4.06 

reh 1960 342 
cember 1958 316 i 
cember 1957 303 | 


ACCOMMODATION PROVIDED 


s at 3-bedroomed | 2—bedroomed | t-bedroomed S a 


cember 1971 
cember 1970 
cember 1969 
cember 1968 
tober 1967 
cember 1966 
cember 1965 
cember 1964. 
cember 1963 
cember 1962 
rch 1962 
reh 1961 
reh 1960 
cember 1958 
cember 1957 
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* including new building 


NEW APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
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cember 1971 Number considered to be in need or rehousing a 
1970 eee eee 145 
1969 eee eee 135 
1968 eee eee 102 
1967 eee eee 107 
1965 eee wae 152 
1964, eee eee 107 
1963 eee eve 133 
1962 eee eee 127 
1961 eee eee 116 
41960 eee eee 11.6 
1959 eco eee 115 
1958 eee eoe 122 
1957 eee eee 118 
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